CHAPTER II

District Profile

Introduction to the District 



Saiha District is situated in the Southern part of Mizoram, and its capital town is Saiha. The District has an area about 1449 Sq.Kms. covering the whole Scheduled areas of the Mara Autonomous District Council. The District is flanked in the North and West by the Lai Autonomous District and in the East and South by Chin Hills of Upper Myanmar. The Kolodyne river  locally known as ‘Beino’ the biggest river in Mizoram flows from North to Southern direction demarcating the district from Lawngtlai District.

2.1
Geographical Background : The entire area of the District is Covered with thick forest. Many steep hills ranges running in the different directions plunge the valley of  rushing rivers, creating deep gorges and features. Many hill ranges are separated from one another by several ridges and furrows. The average attitude of the hill is 1226 meters. Many rivers run through the land, the more prominent ones are the Kolodyne or  Beino, Tisi, Ka-ao, Pala and Tisopi.

2.2
Climate : Lying at the striding point of the tropic of cancer the district is bestowed with a pleasant climate enjoying cool summer and moderate winter. There is no extreme variation of temperature at any time of the year. The average temperature is 18o C in winter and 31o C  in summer.  Therefore, the  climate does not effect  education system in the district. However, monsoon period from May to September brings heavy rains with violent storm and the annual rainfall is 240.6 cm. During monsoon season, the rain water rushed down the hill sides often causing landslide.

2.3
Flora and fauna: The District is rich in forest resources. The entire area of land is covered with thick evergreen forest. The Hills and the valleys are mostly covered with boundless bamboo forest. The Tropical jungle with its favorable climate makes the land an ideal sanctuary for wild animals. Varieties of wild animals are found in the District. Devastation of the forest and indiscriminate veiling of animals and birds are now gradually declining.

2.4
Economic/Occupation : The District is economically one of the most backward districts of Mizoram with a literacy rate of 93.36% most of the people of the (District over 80% of the total population) are engaged in the Agricultural pursuits. Only a few people hold Govt. jobs oriented to cash economy. The principal crops in the district are rice, maize, oranges, varieties of vegetables and edible herbs. The people customarily practice shifting cultivation or jhumming which creates an erosion problem. The cash crops of these hilly regions are not, however, grown in remarkable large scale. People used to obtain many varieties of consumer goods imported from many districts of Mizoram and Assam
Table No. 1 OCCUPATION AND ECONOMICAL BREAK UP OF FAMILIES IN THE DISTRICT
	NAME OF BLOCK
	OCCUPATION
	ECONOMIC STATUS

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J
	LOW
	MIDDLE
	HIGH

	SAIHA
	1966
	328
	11301
	145
	508
	123
	141
	86
	18173
	
	14753
	12670
	1621

	TUIPANG
	505
	82
	14134
	22
	115
	25
	38
	15
	5306
	
	20794
	2838
	337

	TOTAL
	2471
	410
	25435
	167
	623
	148
	179
	101
	23479
	
	35547
	15508
	1958


Source : Census 2001

A = Govt. Servant
C = Cultivator

E = Business

G = Laborer

B = Private Service
D = Artist

F = Contractor

H = Religious functionaries

I = Others

2.5
Demography : The district is mostly inhabited by the Maras, Lushais and other sub class. The survey report brought out the following figures.



Table No 2
DATA ON POPULATION 





	BLOCK
	URBAN
	RURAL
	TOTAL

	
	M
	F
	M
	F
	

	SAIHA
	11718
	11601
	5307
	4845
	33471

	TUIPANG
	-
	-
	14091
	13494
	27585

	TOTAL
	11718
	11601
	19398
	18339
	61056


Census – 2001 

2.6
Administrative Structure : The Civil and Administrative head of the Mara Autonomous District Council is the Deputy Commissioner. He is assisted by  members of Officers. There are many departments of state subjects within the District like Health, Power & Electricity, P.H.E., Soil, P.W.D., Agriculture, Horticulture, Fishery, Vety, Excise, DRDA, Transport, Employment, Banking, Police, Education, Mizoram Home Guard etc. and a few other Central Subjects, like Posts, Telephone Exchanges, etc. Mara Autonomous District Council has maintained many other subjects like Revenue, Forest, Primary Education etc. which have been fully or partially entrusted by Mizoram Govt. according to the provisions of the sixth schedule of Indian Constitution. Some subjects are independently looked after by the Mara Autonomous District Council depending on the consent of the State Govt. There are two community development within the District i.e. Tuipang Block covering 36 Village Councils and Saiha Block covering 26 Village Council.
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2.7
Health : Saiha District in the context of health is administered by the District Chief Medical Officer assisted by a number of Medical Health Officers. There is only one Civil Hospital in the District and four (4) Primary Health Centres which do not properly function. They are not well-equipped with facilities like laboratory and other materials. The people of the District, therefore, sometime suffer from dreaded deseases due to lack of Medical facilities in the District.

2.8
Transport & Communication System : As stated earlier Saiha District located in the Southern most corner of Mizoram is some - how deprived of developmental activities. Being under developed district in terms of communication and transport facilities, only (9) nine villages are connected with public transport facilities. 

While, 50 villages are connected with fair weather road and can be reached by light vehicle only.


A list of villages and their distance from district capital is given below.

Table No 3.

Number of Village Saiha District

	Sl. No.
	Name of Villages
	Distance from  Hqrs Kms
	Sl. No.
	Name of Villages
	Distance in Kms.

From

Hqrs
	Sl. No.
	Name of Villages
	Distance in Kms.

From

Hqrs

	Saiha Block
	Tuipang Block
	Tuipang Block

	1
	Chhaolo -I
	49
	1
	Tuipang V-I
	72
	1
	Phura
	94

	2
	Phusa
	62
	2
	Tuipang D
	71
	2
	Kiasie
	95

	3
	Iana
	65
	3
	Tuipang L
	88
	3
	Pala
	84

	4
	Siata
	77
	4
	Saikao
	55
	4
	Maisa
	82

	5
	Theiva
	42
	5
	N.Saikao
	51
	5
	Laty
	71

	6
	Amobyu B
	36
	6
	Theiri
	80
	6
	N.Laty
	58

	7
	Amobyu CH
	35
	7
	Tisi
	67
	7
	Lodaw
	93

	8
	Kawlchaw E
	38
	8
	Chakhei
	85
	8
	Tokalo
	109

	9
	Tipi F
	10
	9
	Chapi
	130
	9
	Lomasu
	131

	10
	Riasika
	16
	10
	Siasi
	93
	10
	Bymari
	124

	11
	Amotlah
	22
	11
	Mawhro
	115
	11
	Khaikhy
	138

	12
	Thiahra
	25
	12
	Chheihlu
	100
	12
	Leisai
	140

	13
	Tisopi
	15
	13
	Zyhno
	83
	13
	Miepu
	114

	14
	No-aotlah
	32
	14
	Loto vaih
	83
	14
	Laki
	106

	15
	Lobo
	40
	15
	Siatlai
	82
	15
	Lope
	120

	16
	No-aotlah
	48
	16
	Ahmypi
	99
	16
	Lopu
	130

	17
	10 Km
	10
	17
	Chakheitlah
	85
	17
	Khopai
	94

	18
	Chhaolo-II
	49
	18
	Tuipang V-II
	72
	18
	Vahia
	95

	
	
	
	
	
	
	19
	Supha
	118


Source : Record of Directorate of Transport
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