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TOUR NOTES OF A.Z.BEISIA, ASST. PROJECT OFFICER, DRDA, SAIHA FOR THE MONTH OF JULY, 2011 ON THE INAUGURATION OF KAWL-AWH BRIDGE NEAR NEW SERKAWR
In compliance with the instruction of the Project Director, DRDA, Saiha, I left Saiha 26th July, 2011 at 6.00 AM for Kawl-awh, a small river near New Serkawr, which is around 20 kms away from Saiha  to  participate in inauguration of  Kawl-awh Bridge. The Deputy Commissioner graced the inaugural ceremony as the Chief Guest. Official representatives from some departments like Health Department, Horticulture, Joint Village Council, NGO, etc. also participated in the inaugural programme. 
 Since I started my journey so early in the morning, I decided to take this opportunity to visit and inspect some of the noteworthy assets at Kawlchaw ‘E’ which were created especially under IWDP, SGSY and BRGF. I joined Project Director, DRDA, Saiha at Kawlchaw ‘E’ at 8.20 AM and started inspecting bunches of mangoes suspended in huge quantity from railings in Bazaarsheds. I ate one slice for test of its taste. The fruit flesh of mango variety grown in these areas is extremely sweet, with a unique taste and lusciousness.  It is really ‘the king of the fruits’. Mango plantation is one of the important sources of the family financial income for the inhabitants of Kawlchaw ‘E’. Mango is sold at Kawlchaw ‘E’ in bunch. There are 10-12 pieces of mango fruit in each bunch which costs only Rs.50. 
Saiha district is believed to have outranked other districts of Mizoram as a producer and exporter of high quality mangoes. Kawlchaw ‘E’ is the biggest producer and exporter of mango in the district. It exports huge quantity of mango to Aizawl, Lunglei and Lawngtlai and Saiha. Due to the absence of enough skill development training level and sufficient fund to procure technologies under SGSY, mango were never processed but sold in raw which has limited potential to augment the production and increase financial return from market access.

A few minutes after I inspected a variety of raw fruits sold at each bazaarsheds at Kawlchaw, I proceeded to Pu Chakhai’s farm which is a few yards away from Kawlchaw ‘E’ to inspect  a water pond developed at the farm under the IWDP fund in order to check the quality and utility of the pond. The pond seemed very deep with water full to the expected level with a variety of fish moving here and there. The water pond is surrounded by fully grown fruit-bearing trees which give an awesome and shady canopy to the sprawling water of the pond. The quality of the pond is extremely good and it was heard from some sources that the pond has a public utility during summer season in that it supplies water to the village community which was reported have been prone to severe water scarcity in the past though the village is located near the mighty Kolodyne River. 
I left the pond early as I had to visit the mango plantation site of H.C. Laikhai, which is one of the nearest plantation sites from the main road, at the request of the mango SHGs. When I reached the site of the plantation, I saw a large quantity of rotten mangoes collected at several places of the plantation area which are believed to be worth thousands and thousands of rupees if evaluated in term of money. Shri Laikhai showed me empty Cool Chamber constructed near his farm house by KVK under BRGF scheme and told me that at least 25 units of Mango Cool Chambers, each unit having a size of ‘3X4’ft, were constructed at different locations of mango plantation for each members of the mango SHGs at Kawlchaw ‘E’. 
But all of them were left empty because mangoes kept inside the cool chamber were ripened fully even before the lapse of two weeks, he said. He continued to state that each Cool Chamber was designed to be able to store only 1,000/- pieces of mango fruit which is so small for a big plantation area having the potential of large scale products and sale volume even within a day. He felt that each member of the mango SHG needed such a bigger Cool Chamber with a capacity of at least 15,000/-mangoes per time if the Cool Chamber was fully utilized for actual storage. As we had to proceed again towards Kaw-awh River after the Deputy Commissioner, our chief quest, joined us at Koladyne River from Saiha, I started leaving the plantation area of HC. Laikhai to take a photo of his mangoes which were on sale within a small enclosure.                                                                                                                                                                                            
On the confirmation of the arrival of our chief quest at Kolodyne River, I rushed to the river to join the entourage of my Deputy Commissioner to proceed towards our destination. But a small river adjoining the Kolodyne River was rendered impossible for crossing by a sudden upsurge of drain water. The frightening and unnerving sight of the stream even almost intimidated a popular Journalist like Jeffrey Khara, Moonlight Editor, and Shri Goyal, DRDA’s guest from New Delhi. We ended up taking our photograph on the river bank and retreating to MADC’s Rest House to wait for receding of water and the arrival of JCP from Serkawr road temporarily engaged to make river course calm for vehicle crossing.
JCB started working on the water for almost one hour in order to make temporary passage inside the fast-flowing water for the vehicular crossing. The dawn that day started brightly with no sign of cloud even in the farthest horizon of the sky. It was that the rain had stopped since the previous day though the period was in the middle of the heaviest rainy season. At about six o’clock of that morning, many of DRDA staff, who were rushed to Kawl-awh to prepare Lunch for the inaugurating party, crossed the small water at ease as water was almost invisible at the time of the crossing.  It was a gigantic stream which had made a road block all of a sudden springing up from some distance lasting for the whole day under a scotching sunlight.  It was an awe-inspiring sight indeed.
The unwilling water looked as if it was waiting for some accident to happen before receding. Most of the people except the Deputy Commissioner and Project Director, DRDA suggested many alternative ideas to inaugurate the newly completed bridge somewhere other than crossing the river at the risk of life as the water level was in no mood to recede even after waiting for hours. One suggestion was to bring lunch already prepared at Kawl-awh back to MADC’s Quest House at Kawlchaw ‘E’ for inauguration of the bridge there. Another suggestion was to postpone the date of inauguration to a more favourable date. And the third one was to go back to Tuipang and entered Kawl-awh River through Serkawr. But the three options were unacceptable to the Deputy Commissioner. Then he decided to lead the way and successfully crossed the dangerous river at 12:36 PM. One Jeepshee got struck in the middle of the water at 12:36 PM and the engine slowly stopped functioning but my driver, Vanhlamawia managed to recue it with the help of JCP.
The entourage of the Deputy Commissioner reached the Kawl-awh River at 13.16 PM and suddenly spotted the bridge spanning across a huge Kawl-awh river which had retarded the progress of villages in the western belt for decades. Now after the inauguration of the bridge, the western belt of the district is connected with the rest of the district. Some people from New Latawh and New Serkawr including school students were also present on the spot of inaugural programme to welcome the entourage of the Deputy Commissioner, Saiha. Our team was requested to come together at a temporary enclosure meant for the inaugural programme opposite to the site of the previous bridge. 
After inspecting the decoration of the bridge, I, along with Accounts Officer, DRDA and Shri Jeffrey Khara, Editor, Moonlight proceeded to join other participants in the inaugural programme cum refreshment held at the site of the old vacated site of the previous bridge. After a short speech was heard from our chief guest (DC), and special votes of thanks were also heard from Dr. Rakhu, MTP President, Shri N.Zakhai, Ex-MADC and President of Joint Village Council and VCP, New Serkawr. And after the conclusion of the Programme, all the participants were requested to proceed to the site of the bridge for actual inauguration by our chief quest (DC).
A string of ribbon symbolizing the blockade of the western belt by the mighty river from the rest of the district for ages was cut by our Chief Quest in front of the new bridge to forthwith open the new bridge to general public with a loud sound of applause from the participants. The inauguration of the bridge was followed by several photo sessions on the new bridge. The Deputy Commissioner, Saiha expressed happiness that the critical bridge was constructed and completed out of small fund generously contributed by 15 visionary Village Councils from their own share of material components under MGNREGS. The Deputy Commissioner told the assembled crowd that he could not succeed to get the bridge constructed by concerned departments even after conducting a series of meeting with them and expressed unhappiness that the attempts failed due to the inaction of the concerned departments. 
As stated above, the establishment of the new bridge is the outcome of the co-operative efforts of the 15 village councils and DRDA, Saiha. Unity is strength. Rome is not built in a day.  Steadfast determination and generous contribution of the funds by the village councils helped to establish a new asset so critical for   the overall socio-economic development and progress of the rural people living in the southern and western areas of the district. Shri Lalhmingthanga, Election Officer and I, along with other officers also took our photo in front of the foundation stone laid beside the bridge. The stone contains names of the 15 village council areas who contributed funds towards the creation of this critical public infrastructure for the common good.
The entourage of the Deputy Commissioner included, among other officials, officials from NGO, Health Department, Horticulture and KVK and Media. Shri Jeffery Khara, Moonlight Editor was the most experienced and senior person who came to witness the inauguration of the new bridge at Kawl-awh River. DRDA, Saiha was very thankful to Editor, Moonlight and other media persons for their timely participation in the inauguration programme. The district administration should also thankful to him for his persistent proactive co-operation in various governmental programmes.
[image: C:\Users\HP\Pictures\kawlawh bridge hawnna\DSC00962.JPG]The quality of the bridge is quite better as seen from the ground than viewed from the camera pictures. It seems unlikely that it can be vulnerable to future onslaught of bad weather and floods and severe cyclonic storm. But the 15 village councils announced their determination during the inauguration ceremony on the side of Kawl-awh River to maintain the bridge with great care whenever necessary in years to come to ensure regular supply of goods and services to and from the western belts of the district. Our team retreated to refreshment enclosure for lunch and left Kawl-awh for Kawlchaw ‘E’ at 3:40 PM to have meeting with mango growers and the members of the village council at the MADC’s Rest House.
All members of the Mango SHGs and the village council of Kawlchaw ‘E’ were already gathering at the lawn of MADC’s Rest House to welcome the Deputy Commissioner and his team returning from Kawl-awh River. And meeting of the district officials with mango growers and members of the district council was held in the Rest House where wide ranging discussion on the prospects of mango plantation for livelihood support and problems of the farmers were held in a minute detail. But since I was not supposed to be present in the scheduled meeting, I left Kawlchaw ‘E’ for Saiha along with some colleagues and reached Saiha at 5:40 PM. Necessary photographs of the inauguration tour enclosed.
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Above Pic: Rotten mangoes in the plantation areas of Mango SHGs at Kawlchaw ‘E’

Plantation site of H.C.Laikhai, Mango grower at Kawlchaw ‘E’ who was expected to get a financial return of over Rs. 2.00 lakhs from the sale of mango.

Above Pic: A sudden surge of stream stopped us for hours at Kolodyne River.


JCB Working so hard to make the water beds possible for vehicular crossings.


Pic: Foundation stone of newly constructed Kawl-awh bridge.


Pic: View of Kawl-awh River from the newly inaugurated bridge.

Pic: DRDA Staff having photo session with Shri Kunal, I.A.S.,the chief quest (DC)
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